GEORGE ELIOT

humanity. In that respect, too, George Eliot was
eminently feminine. She had the strong religious
instinct common to so many noble women in whose
sympathy masculine reformers have found comfort
amidst the harsh controversies and struggles of active
work. The history of her books in on one aide a
history of tho consequent development of her mind,
Her intellectual expansion Itul her to aeeopt the teaeh-
ing of the men who represented for her the most
advanced thought of the time. Hut tho aggressive-
ness which it generated for a time was a transitory
frame of mind. The. first scries of novels represents
the fond dwelling upon all the loftier impulses which
had uttered themselves in stammering and imperfect
dialects prescribed by dogmas no longer tenable;
while the later correspond to a longing to find an
utterance reconcilable with full acceptance of sekmtifie
truth. Daniel Deronda, one fancies, would have em-
bodied her sentiments more completely if, instead of
devoting himself to tho Jews, he had become a loading
prophet; in tho church of humanity. That, no doubt,
would have brought him into too close a contact; with
notorious facts.

1 have said that George Kliot's peculiar place among
tho novelists of the time was in some sense determined,
by the philosophical tendencies which were shared by
none of hot contemporaries. I do not mean to imply
that it was her proper function to propagate any
philosophical doctrine, and have tried to point out
the defects due to her inclinations in that; direction,
Novels should, 1 take* itf bo transfigured experience;
they should be based upon the* direct observation and
the genuine emotions which it has inspired: whenet,  with   which  the  (.omUstH   regarded tho old
